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My book“Bright Lights of the
Second City” was published in
2014. It featured interviews with
50 stellar Chicagoans, including
Bill Kurtis.
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My dad was an aviatien instructor in the LS. Marine Corps, When he headed to
the Pacific theater during WWIIL 1 was fourteen. My mom and [ went to live in
Independence, Kansas, with my grandparents and I'd already moved nine times
While it was difficult o be continually uprooted. there were beefits, 1 learned w
make new fricds, adapr easily. and read sivuwations quickly.
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Bill Kurtis

Broadcaster/Documentarian
and Entrepreneur

Kansan Renaissance Man advises us to

develop the talents we've been given . . . I've

whatever they may be

Kamsas 14 the home of my hearr, [ts a ma
aiwdl in"s similar v Africa in thar way, You

rot and pre

philosophy, T YO
is the philosophical, re

1 humians but alio i animals, planes, rocks, and i

i encounters with many n

cal |~i.|.'|,- becanse of the |.~II:_;.- i RS,

sind on che land, look arcumsd, and feel

you belong there. 1 feel better when P in Kansas, and the ranch is something |

My ranch, Red Buffake Ranch, takes its name from

the Okage Disdian verm “Fre on the '|:"|.|r::'." It™s there that 1've |1|'x'|'l-'p-.'-.| Ky OWe

call that animism or something else. [Mote: Animism
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the natureal environmena. |

risrrs, and anse lessomn that arises n'pr.u:-.'-.“l. [

that we all have both good and bad withim us, When 1 was covening the ||-.'--.IJ.!'_»:

crids in Tehran in 1980, an angry mob was chasing my crew and me down the

48

street '_cu]ll.l:l:,': antr=Amencan sentiments, | Tig rned, we entered the \|1|,|E| of a
|~I:|.|r:|tu.:_":-.|; The HANE was 1\.'.:Igll1¥ on the door to getin The ]~|'|.||1|| scnat saad, 1
am a Muslim, and | don't necessarily like Americans, Bur my religion dictates that
when you are in my home or place of business, | must give you protection and safe
passage.” He went outade, parted the crowd, and put us in a taxi, We sped away.
The one word that comes to mind with Islam s “devour,” and my thoughts an the
Muslim religion changed after thar encounter,

Onee we were in the Amazon following an ethnobotanst while making a
documentary segment for “The New Explorers™ progr He was booking for
plants te wse as the basis for new medicavions. Towards the end of our stay, [ saw

people lined up te receive a lictde white pill. When [ asked what it was, | learned
it was asparin, Think of itz With thar one livtle white pill, we destroved a colrure’s
entire basis for treating and healing ieself, And what did we mis oue onas a resule?

I hage inpustice. | wrote The Dearh Pty on Trial: Crisis fn Arserion Juitic

to uncower a broken system. There are many reasons why — biased judges,

many prosecutors who aren't secking justice but simply want to win, and

defense attommeys who are ill-prepared. That's not the way it's supposed o

be. The mtreduction of DMNA into the process uncorked the bad genie; there
was 4 realization thar many innecent people had been wrongfully convicred.
Fortunately, there are many people within the syseen that are working o correct
some of these prablems

What really moves me is individual talent. Thas is almost the meaning of hife:
Experience everything, but perfect those talents you've been given. [ have a deep
vaice, but that wouldn't have done me any good of I'd been a lnmberjack. Perhaps
someong ele has a talent for helping others. Whatever it is. do it

Bl Kirroes aras fnvendesied ar bis office in the River Nerth neiphborhood on Awgnsr 24,
2000, His birthday is Sepeeanber 21, 1900,
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Favorites

MOVIE

The Sedrchers (1956), directed by John Ford, Set
during the Texas-lndian Wars, the film 15 based on
a 1954 novel by Alan Le May. John Wayne wars as
a muddbe-aged Cival War veteran whao spends years
loaking for his abducted nicce.

NONFROFITS
Everything from the Mature Conservancy to the
Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago.

PLACE

A tree house at our home in far north suburban Meawa.
Ten fect by ten feet in size, i's like an observation deck
over a watering hale you'd find in Africa.

POET
Rudyard Kipling. He's insyparanional, especially “10"
Here are the closing lines:
“If you can Al the unforgiving minure
With sixty seconds” worth of distance run
Yours is the Earth and everything that's in it
And — which is more — you'll be a Man, my son.”™

QUOTATION
“People sav that what we're all secking is 2 meaning
fior lifie. 1 chink thar what we're really seeking is an
experience of being alive, so that our life experiences
on the purely physical plane will have resonance
within our innermost being and reality, so that we Gan
actually feel the rapture of being alive,”
= JoeerH CAMPHELL, AMERICAN MYTHOLOGIST,
WRITER, AND LECTURER




